Yirrkala community vocal on rights

The Yirrkala consultation was well attended with people arriving over a half hour period.  We also ensured that elders of the community were brought into the meeting so that we could hear their views. The majority of the group spoke in language, with translations being made for us at regular intervals. 

Overall the group was vocal and passionate and the consultation ran for four hours to ensure the community had time to discuss the issues and come to terms with the intent of the consultation.  

The rights of Indigenous communities were of special concern and extended to the right to education (particularly in someone’s first language), the right to better homes, the right to pass on land to our kids, the right to health (including better hygiene and funding), the right to the health of the environment and the right to employment opportunities.

Several of the participants voiced a desire for constitutional change, as they believed the constitution did not recognise Aboriginal rights. Although change of this kind is outside our terms of references, we will certainly be relaying these views to the Government when we submit our report.

Thank you to the Yirrkala community for sharing your time, and for your passionate discussion of the issues at hand.

Tammy Williams and Phillip Flood

