Listening to the voices of the Yarrabah community

We met briefly with the Yarrabah Aboriginal Council, prior to convening our Yarrabah community roundtable. Present at the roundtable was a group of 20 residents, and so we invited everyone around the table to tell us their stories and share their concerns.

During the meeting we gained the sense that many in the community felt they were being unfairly targeted with policies that do not reflect the actual situation in Yarrabah, such as the Alcohol Management Program and rental management plan. Participants believed these policies were more relevant to other communities than Yarrabah and that not all Aboriginal leaders spoke for them or even knew what the situation was like in Yarrabah.

Other concerns that were raised during the session related to education, housing difficulties, land rights and lack of training and employment opportunities. 

When making any changes to human rights protection in Australia, participants were clear that they wanted to see more consultation with Indigenous Australians and for people to listen to many different voices in different communities, not just the one voice in the one community.

And for our part, we would like to thank the community in Yarrabah for making your voices heard to us during this Consultation.

Frank Brennan and Tammy Williams

