Willing to share in Wollongong

A range of ideas were brought to the table and discussed in great depth at our Wollongong roundtable. The football stadium was the perfect place to kick off ideas and the room was packed with people passionate and willing to express their views about human rights.  

The session began with lots of questions about the Committee’s terms of reference.  Some people felt very strongly that a constitutional bill of rights should be available as one of the options to consider. They argued that any statement of rights needs to be constitutionally entrenched for it to have enough power, using the suspension of the Racial Discrimination Act as part of the Northern Territory Emergency Response as an example of what can happen otherwise. 

One person said that there needed to be support for a bill of rights in writing because, while Indigenous culture was full of oral traditions, European culture is based on a written culture. On this reasoning, they felt that unless rights were written into our constitution, people wouldn’t truly have rights. 

While a constitutionally-entrenched bill of rights is not an option being considered, we will of course still include these and other views on the matter in our report to Government.

As part of the Committee, we are very keen to be involved in developing conversations about human rights that are somewhat outside the square. Wollongong was able to deliver on this, championing a number of interesting ideas about how we can better protect and promote human rights. These included discussion around how the concept of civics and human rights education could be rolled out and how independent human rights officers might work at a grass roots level in communities to act as leaders, counsellors or educators.
Thank you to the people of Wollongong for challenging us with your ideas and opening your hearts by sharing your stories with us.

Mary Kostakidis and Tammy Williams.

