Insight from Thursday Island


The Thursday Island roundtable discussion was both passionate and informed. The nature of the issues raised meant that a debate/ plenary style discussion was the most appropriate form of consultation. 

The strong emotion and anger at government felt by participants was palpable. A number of the participants forcefully and eloquently articulated their concerns over the 2.5 hours of the session. A range of issues were discussed, however, the recurring themes included: sovereignty of land and culture, self determination, an objection to one-size-fits-all government policies for Indigenous Australians, and a perceived lack of local involvement and consultation in policy development. 

One Torres Strait Islander man explained their passion and eloquence about these issues as the result of experience: “We’re so articulate about these issues that affect us because we’ve done it already so many times, and it’s always fallen on deaf ears.”

Among the group there was a strong sense of support for some kind of legislative model such as a charter or bill, to ensure that human rights were protected.  As one participant said, “The purpose of a Human Rights Act would be to give minorities more of a voice, to put everyone on equal footing.”

We would like to express our sincere thanks to the participants at our Thursday Island roundtable for their honest and passionate discussion.
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