Lots to talk about in Tennant Creek


Though Tennant Creek is a relatively small town, the opportunity to talk about human rights drew together some of the key players in the community, all open to discussing personal issues that they felt were of great concern. 

Discussion was lively and intimate and dealt with a number of issues close to home for the Tennant Creek community. All participants agreed that there was an immediate need to review and upgrade the services (particularly housing, medical and mental health) in Tennant Creek. The issue of education was raised, particularly in relation to the need for a collective understanding of human rights in the community.

There was a sense of support for a bill of rights model containing some fundamental entitlements that would then be enforced by Government. As one participant argued, if one of the rights was the right to clean water, then the Government would have an obligation to provide clean water, regardless of cost.

Discussion also dwelt on the need to balance responsibility and individual human rights. The group called for better understanding and accountability of what we owe to one another, not just what is owed to us. Participants felt that part of the responsibility issue was related to education, arguing that as an example, you can’t have responsibility towards house maintenance when you’ve never lived in a house before and that we need to address this lack of life skills within the community.

Thank you to Tennant Creek for contributing your time and views to our consultation on human rights in this country. 

Tammy Williams and Mick Palmer

