Many participants in Perth

There was an overwhelmingly large response by the people of Perth and the midday session was packed to the brim. Corresponding with the high numbers of attendees, there was a wide range of issues raised by participants. These included property rights, the inadequacy of Freedom of Information laws, the treatment of asylum seekers and Indigenous injustice.

There was a strong sense among groups of the need for change. One advocate pointed to the high suicide rates among youth with same-sex attraction, or who are transgender or intersex, as an indication of the need for cultural change, from the school level upwards.

In discussing how we might protect and promote human rights in the future, there was general agreement, as in many of our other sessions, that education was the key. Participants called for education across all levels, in school and the community to ensure that people understand what human rights mean in Australia. 

One participant suggested another solution, to have a recruitment drive for human rights advocates.  To have our brightest and best across various cultures educated about human rights and sent back into schools and communities to disseminate a culture of rights and responsibilities.


We would like to thank the large number of participants at our Perth sessions for the generosity with which they shared their time and their ideas. 
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