Katherine keen to share its views

The Katherine consultation was held as a plenary style discussion, with attendees from a range of backgrounds. Participants included the acting Northern Territory Anti-Discrimination Commissioner, a local policewoman, teachers and health workers. 

A number of issues were raised relating to Indigenous rights, both in relation to the Northern Territory Emergency Response as well as broader issues regarding education, language and cultural rights. Participants considered that in order to protect their rights, we need to undertake consultation with Indigenous communities before any action is taken. One participant asked that we avoid becoming a bunch of middle class white people telling Aboriginal people what to do.

Other issues raised included the importance of education and the rights of children, and the inadequacies of unaffordable regional public transport, an issue of considerable concern for those in Indigenous communities outside Katherine.

When discussing how to better protect and promote human rights, participants called for human rights legislation for all people, permanent residents as well as citizens. It was felt that any charter should be supreme and sit above the rights of states and with the capacity to limit the rights of states if necessary.

In closing the session, attendees indicated their gratitude to the committee for travelling to Katherine and listening to their concerns. However, we the committee would like to extend our gratitude to the community of Katherine; thank you Katherine for your time and the thoughtful comments and stories you shared with us.
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