Deep discussion in Darwin

Both the afternoon and evening session in Darwin saw strong numbers of participants, keen to delve into deep discussion about human rights in Australia.

There was a strong focus on Indigenous rights, particularly the winding back of the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 in relation to the Northern Territory Emergency Response. There was also a focus on the rights of Indigenous people to maintain their culture, particularly through being taught their language at school, with one woman imploring “Please, please, we want our rights back—please”.

A number of the Darwin participants shared their deeply moving personal stories with the group. For example, one woman is a primary carer for her daughter who has a disability. She told us that her daughter has been turned down for paid employment at the place she has been working for three years as the service is not willing to pay her. This woman, together with the majority of the group, expressed concern that human rights are not sufficiently protected in Australia.

In discussing how we can better protect and promote human rights in Australia, most participants were keen to see that rights be included in a charter. Others, who felt that the current system had stood Australia in good stead did not advocate a charter, but did voice a need for better resourcing to assist people to access services like legal aid.

Further to this, participants suggested that government departments should report in their annual reports on compliance with human rights and that laws put before parliament should be scrutinised by an independent person and results made public, so if laws have been passed in breach of human rights, everyone will know about it.

Thank you Darwin for engaging in some in-depth and well-considered discussion and for sharing your own personal stories with us.
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