Charleville shares its concerns

The Charleville roundtable was small and relatively informal, with participants eager to discuss some of the issues of greatest concern to the community. 

One of the main areas of concern was education and the rights of children and young people. The lack of funding for schools, as well as a parents’ lack of interest in their child’s education were raised as particularly problematic.

Given Charleville’s location, access to services was also a major topic of discussion. Overall, it was agreed there is a need for more specialist services in the bush. There are several specialists who come to Charleville once every five weeks, however if people need more treatment they have to travel to Toowoomba or Brisbane. As one participant put it, “Because you choose to live out here you feel like you’re less valued.”

When discussing how we can better protect and promote human rights in the future, participants were united in their belief that better results occur when there is input from the community. Several participants expressed anger and frustration when politicians in Canberra make decisions that effect Charleville without ever being there.

Thank you to Charleville for sharing with us some of the pressing issues faced by the community and we are pleased to have the opportunity to carry these forward to the Government in our report.
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