A range of ideas brought up in Broome

There was a general feeling among participants in our Broome roundtable that life in Australia, for most people, is pretty good. While education was raised as important in helping bring about cultural change, the group felt that more was needed than just education about human rights. Other factors, such as encouraging participation in voluntary groups like the Red Cross, were seen as valuable additions. 

During the discussion, there was a focus on responsibilities in the different spheres of the lives of individuals. This included the responsibilities we have to our families and our responsibilities as citizens. In addition, it was felt there are also responsibilities to respect the rights of others as much as you respect your own, and the need to encourage responsibility for others and to move away from a concentration on ‘looking after your own backyard to the exclusion of others’.

There was robust discussion on euthanasia, with some advocating what they saw as the right to die with dignity, while others commented that they found the idea of killing a person abhorrent.

Views diverged on the best means for protecting and promoting our human rights in the future. For some, while responsibilities were important and should be taught at an early age, they did not necessarily need to be enforced through legislation.

One participant suggested that all laws should have a human rights impact statement prepared (like the environmental impact statement that is prepared). Others felt there should be a referendum to decide whether or not there should be a charter of rights.

Thank you to our Broome participants for contributing to a really comprehensive session in which you shared your thoughts, ideas and views with us.
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