Brilliant turnout for Bendigo roundtable

The Bendigo roundtable was extremely well attended, with over 90 participants who were both eager and enthusiastic to begin the day’s discussion. 

A wide range of issues was discussed, however the overriding theme was a concern over the possible introduction of a new legislative vehicle to further protect human rights, such as a charter or bill of rights. A few people felt that any new introductions could interrupt and weaken our current protections under State and Territory laws. As one participant said, “I’m very weary and unsure as to what a Charter would introduce and what that would mean to society.”

Another participant argued that there needed to be an overall responsibility for the current system and that the judicial system needed to enforce and uphold human rights. In his view, the Victorian charter was “just another law we don’t need”.

All agreed that there was a strong need for education to raise awareness of human rights and the legislation that currently protects Australians. Some people voiced their concern about the decriminalisation of abortion laws, stating that Victoria’s recently introduced ‘right to abortion on demand’ is in direct contradiction of the Victorian Human Rights Charter’s ‘right to life’.

We would like to thank the participants at our Bendigo roundtable for their time and the well-considered views that they shared with us.
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