Alice Springs shares a range of views

The Alice Springs roundtable brought together a range of participants from different cultural backgrounds, with a range of issues about human rights to discuss.

Among the issues discussed included Indigenous rights and the impact of the Northern Territory Emergency Response, with the majority of the group agreeing that there was an obvious need for change. Most Indigenous speakers felt that they were directly discriminated against and that measures needed to be taken to remove these discriminations. 

The need for better access to justice emerged as a particular issue during the roundtable, with one participant saying, “When justice is delayed, justice is denied.” Other areas discussed related to the right to rehabilitation, the right to a safe and healthy environment, the right to housing, education and services and the right to freedom of speech.

Some participants voiced the need for special considerations for Alice Springs and regional Australia, suggesting an independent review body (with Government funding), which could focus on minority groups. 

In discussing some of the mechanisms that could be adopted to help protect our human rights, some were against a bill or charter of rights, while others felt that any form of a bill of rights should be community driven and reviewed periodically.

Our thanks go to the participants at our Alice Springs roundtable for the wide-ranging and thought-provoking discussion.
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