National Human Rights Consultation

PUBLIC HEARING
DAY 1 – Wednesday, 1 July 2009

Theme:  How are Human Rights and Responsibilities presently protected and promoted in Australia? 

	8.30 am – 8.45 am
	Arrival and Registration

	9.00 am – 9.30 am
	Official Opening and Welcome to Country

	
	Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Welcome to country by Ngunnawal Community Leader Agnes O’Shea

	9.30 am – 10.20 am


	Being at home in contemporary Australia – respect and dignity for all – the national perspective

	
	Session Chaired by:

Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:

Ms Olga Havnen

Coordinator

Combined Aboriginal Organisations of the Northern Territory

Member 

ACOSS Board of Governors

Member

National Committee of ANTaR
Mr Waleed Aly
School of Political and Social Inquiry
Faculty of Arts
Monash University

Auwa Benny Hodges
Elder
Mainland Torres Strait Islander Community

Mr Corey Irlam

Spokesperson
Australian Coalition for Equality


	10.20 am – 10.45 am 
	Morning Tea Break


	10.45 am – 11.15 am


	An overview of those who miss out and fall through the cracks of a fair go for all

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Mary Kostakidis
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Ms Robin Banks
Chief Executive Officer
Public Interest Advocacy Centre

Mr Bill Mitchell
Convener of the Human Rights Network
National Association of Community Legal Centres
Townsville Community Legal Service Inc.

Ms Jacqui Phillips
Policy Officer
Australian Council of Social Services

Emeritus Professor Stuart Rees AM
Director
Sydney Peace Foundation
University of Sydney

	11.15 am – 11.35 am
	Discussion with the Committee

	11.35 am – 11.55 am
	Questions from Audience

	11.55 am – 12.55 pm
	Break for Lunch

	12.55 pm – 1.00 pm
	Conference resumes

	
	Father Frank Brennan

Chair 

National Human Rights Consultation Committee

	1.00 pm – 1.30 pm
	The human face of those who miss out 

	
	Session Chaired by:

Mr Mick Palmer
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee 

Speakers: 

Dr Sue Gordon AM
Indigenous Implementation Board
Department of Indigenous Affairs
Western Australia

Ms Rosemary Kayess
Acting Director
Disabilities Studies Centre

Emeritus Professor Ian Webster AO
Former Chairman
Alcohol Education and Rehabilitation Foundation

Ms Vickie Roach
Political Activist
Oral Historian for Koorie Heritage Trust
Dr John Falzon
Chief Executive Officer 
National Council
St Vincent de Paul Society 

	1.30 pm – 1.40 pm 
	Discussion with the Committee

	1.40 pm – 2.10 pm


	The human face of those who miss out, contd

	
	Session Chaired by:

Mr Mick Palmer
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee 

Speakers: 

Mr Mustafa Najib 
Asylum Seeker
ex Tampa and ex Nauru

Ms Janet Wood
President 
Council on the Ageing
Victoria

Ms Maha Krayem Abdo OAM
Executive Officer
United Muslim Women Association Inc.

Mr Michael O’Connell APM
Commissioner for Victims’ Rights
South Australia

	2.10 pm – 2.20 pm
	Discussion with the Committee

	2.20 pm – 3.00 pm 
	The Hot Button Issues

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Tammy Williams and Mary Kostakidis
Members
National Human Rights Consultation Committee 

Speakers:
Euthanasia and the Right to die
Mr Neil Francis
Chief Executive Officer
Dying with Dignity Victoria
Abortion and the Right to life
Ms Rita Joseph
Lecturer
Institute on Family Policy and Politics

Same Sex Marriage
Mr Rodney Croome AM
Campaign Co-ordinator
Australian Marriage Equality

Religious Freedom in Employment
The Rt Reverend Robert Forsyth 
Bishop of South Sydney 
Diocese of Sydney 
Anglican Church of Australia

	3.00 pm – 3.10 pm 
	Discussion with the Committee

	3.10 pm – 3.20 pm
	Questions from Audience

	3.20 pm – 3.40 pm
	Afternoon Tea Break


	3.40 pm – 4.20 pm 
	The Human Rights concerns that come to our attention and how we deal with them 

	
	Session Chaired by:

Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Dr Helen Szoke
Chief Conciliator/Chief Executive Officer
Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission
Dr Helen Watchirs
Commissioner
ACT Human Rights Commission

Ms Linda Matthews
Commissioner
Equal Opportunity Commission
South Australia

	4.20 pm – 4.30 pm 
	Discussion with the Committee

	4.30 pm – 4.40 pm 
	Questions from Audience

	4.40 pm – 4.50 pm
	A view to children’s rights

	
	Session Chaired by:

Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speaker:
Ms Tiffany Overall
Spokesperson
Children’s Rights Taskforce
Policy Officer
Youth Law
Victoria


	4.50 pm – 4.55 pm 
	Discussion with the Committee

	4.55 pm – 5.00 pm 


	Close by Chair

	
	Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee




National Human Rights Consultation

PUBLIC HEARING
DAY 2 – Thursday, 2 July 2009

Theme:  What difference would a Commonwealth Charter of Human Rights make? 

	8.30 am – 8.45 am
	Arrival and Registration

	9.00 am – 9.05 am
	Introduction to Session

	
	Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

	9.05 am – 9.35 am


	How does it look in the United Kingdom?

	
	Session Chaired by:

Mr Mick Palmer
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers (by video):
Lord Thomas Bingham of Cornhill KG, PC, FBA
Former Senior Law Lord
United Kingdom

Rt Hon Jack Straw MP
Lord Chancellor
Secretary of State for Justice
Member for Blackburn
United Kingdom

Ms Felicity McMahon
Solicitor
Linklaters
United Kingdom
Mr Murray Hunt
Legal Adviser
Joint Committee for Human Rights 
United Kingdom
Professor Geoffrey Robertson QC
Visiting Professor
Human Rights
Queen Mary College
University of London
United Kingdom



	9.35 am – 10.25 am


	What lessons does the UK offer us in Australia?  How are we different?

	
	Session Chaired by:

Mr Mick Palmer
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Professor Hilary Charlesworth AM
Director
Centre for International Governance and Justice
Australian National University

Professor George Williams
Anthony Mason Professor of law
Foundation Director
Gilbert and Tobin Centre of Public Law
Faculty of Law
University of New South Wales

Mr Julian Leeser
Executive Director
Menzies Research Centre
Australian Capital Territory

Mr Alan Anderson

Solicitor
Freelance Columnist



	10.25 am – 10.35 am
	Discussion with the Committee

	10.35 am – 10.45 am
	Questions from Audience

	10.45 am – 11.05am 
	Morning Tea Break

	11.05 am – 11.25am


	The political case in Australia

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Mary Kostakidis
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
The Hon Bob Carr
Former Premier 
New South Wales

The Hon Susan Ryan AO
Former Senator 
Australian Capital Territory

	11.25 am – 11.45 am
	Discussion with the Committee

	11.45 am – 12.05 pm
	Questions from Audience

	12.05 pm – 1.05 pm
	Break for Lunch


	1.05 pm – 1.10 pm
	Conference resumes

	
	Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

	1.10 pm – 2.10 pm
	The Great Debate – Does Australia need a Charter of Human Rights?

	
	Session Chaired by:

Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Professor Adrienne Stone
Professor
Faculty of Law
University of Melbourne

Professor Helen Irving.
Professor
Faculty of Law
Sydney University

Professor Greg Craven
Vice-Chancellor
Australian Catholic University

The Hon Catherine Branson QC
President
Australian Human Rights Commission

Mr Edward Santow
Director
Gilbert and Tobin Centre of Public Law
Ms Lisa Baker MLA
Former member
WA Human Rights Consultation Committee
Member for Marylands


	2.10 pm – 2.30 pm 
	Questions from Committee

	2.50 pm – 3.10 pm
	Afternoon Tea Break

	3.10 pm – 3.40 pm 
	The view from Legislators

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Tammy Williams
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Mr Brian Tee MP
Member for Eastern Metropolitan Region
Victorian Legislative Council
The Hon John Hatzistergos MLC
Attorney-General
New South Wales

	3.40 pm – 3.50 pm
	Discussion with the Committee


	3.50 pm – 4.10 pm
	The view from Law Enforcement

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Tammy Williams
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Mr Simon Overland
Chief Police Commissioner
Victoria

Mr Mark Burgess
Chief Executive Officer
Australian Police Federation of Australia

	4.10 pm – 4.20 pm
	Discussion with the Committee

	4.20 pm – 4.45 pm 
	The view from Judiciary

	
	Session Chaired by:

Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
The Hon Ron Merkel QC
Former Judge of the Federal Court of Australia

The Hon Peter Heerey QC
Former Judge of the Federal Court of Australia


	4.45 pm – 4.55pm 
	Discussion with the Committee

	4.55 pm – 5.00 pm 


	Close by Chair

	
	Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee




National Human Rights Consultation

PUBLIC HEARING
DAY 3 – Friday, 3 July 2009

Theme:  How Could We Better Protect Human Rights and Promote Responsibilities in Australia? 

	8.30 am – 8.45 am
	Arrival and Registration

	9.00 am – 9.05 am
	Introduction to Session

	
	Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee



	9.05 am – 9.55 am


	The role of other protections for Human Rights

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Mary Kostakidis
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Senator the Hon George Brandis SC
Senator for Queensland
Shadow Attorney-General

The Hon Bob Debus MP
Member for Macquarie
New South Wales

Mr Nicholas Cowdery AM, QC
Human Rights Adviser
Law Council of Australia

	9.55 am – 10.10 am 
	Discussion with the Committee

	10.10 am – 10.30am 
	Morning Tea Break

	10.30 am – 11.10 am


	Parliamentary scrutiny – the view from the Hill

	
	Session Chaired by:

Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Reverend Fr The Hon Michael Tate AO
Former Federal Minister of Justice

Professor Bryan Horrigan
Louis Waller Chair of Law 

Associate Dean (Research)

Monash University
Mr Harry Evans
Clerk of the Senate

Professor Brian Galligan
Professor

Social and Political Sciences

University of Melbourne


	11.10 am – 11.20am
	Discussion with the Committee

	11.20 am – 11.30 am
	Questions from Audience

	11.30am – 12.10 pm


	Rights and responsibilities — resources and practical applications

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Tammy Williams
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Magistrate Elizabeth Langdon
Kalgoorlie Courthouse
Ms Michelle Patterson
Assistant Secretary
Social Inclusion Unit
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet

	12.10 pm – 12.20 pm
	Discussion with the Committee

	12.20 pm – 12.30 pm
	Questions from Audience

	12.30 pm – 1.30pm
	Break for Lunch

	1.30 pm – 1.35 pm
	Conference resumes

	
	Father Frank Brennan
Chair
National Human Rights Consultation Committee



	1.35 pm – 2.15 pm
	Values formation of the Public Service

	
	Session Chaired by:

Mr Mick Palmer
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Professor Andrew Podger
National President
Institute of Public Administration Australia
Adjunct Professor
Australian National University

Professor John McMillan
Commonwealth Ombudsman

Mr James (Jim) Varghese
Executive Director
Health and Education City
Springfield Land Corporation

	2.15 pm – 2.25 pm 
	Discussion with the Committee


	2.25 pm – 2.40 pm
	Perspective from younger Australians

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Mary Kostakidis
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers (by video):

Chiara Ariza Stellato

Liza Clerahan

Stella Richardson-Dunai

Ines Naylor

Emma Owen

Supported by: 
KommonGround Inc.
Cross Culture Human Rights Theatre


	2.40 pm – 3.10 pm 
	Developing a culture of Human Rights: education, public awareness and active citizenship

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Mary Kostakidis
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Mr Simon Sheikh
National Director
Getup

Brigadier (Retired) Jim Wallace AM 

Managing Director

Australian Christian Lobby
Ms Claire Mallinson
National Director
Amnesty International

	3.10 pm – 3.30 pm
	Afternoon Tea Break

	3.30 pm – 4.00 pm
	Developing a culture of Human Rights: education, public awareness and active citizenship contd

	
	Session Chaired by:

Ms Mary Kostakidis
Member
National Human Rights Consultation Committee

Speakers:
Mr Graeme Innes AM

Human Rights Commissioner 
Australian Human Rights Commission
Ms Cecilia Riebl

Solicitor
Australian Network of Environmental Defenders Offices
Victoria

Mr Phil Lynch
Director
Human Rights Legal Resource Centre

Ms Paula Gerber
Deputy Director
Castan Centre for Human Rights Law


	4.00 pm – 4.10 pm
	Discussion with the Committee

	4.10 pm – 4.20 pm
	Questions from Audience

	4.20 pm – 4.55 pm
	Closing plenary questions and answers

	4.55 pm – 5.00 pm 


	Close by Chair

	
	Father Frank Brennan

Chair 

National Human Rights Consultation Committee
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